
This time of year I have many new families who are interested in The Oaks sitting across from me at my desk.  As I explain classical and Christian educa-

tion, I always begin with the greatest commandment in the Bible, found in Deuteronomy 6, which states to love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and with all your strength—and Christ later adds, with all your mind.  This passage goes on to talk about educating our children—when we 

walk along the road, when we lie down, when we rise up.  Most parents readily admit that they did not receive this kind of education.  In fact, the majority 

of the parents who interview have been educated in government schools and, in spite of that, often communicate that they “didn’t turn out so bad.”  I 

always ask a question at that point—how do you know where you would be if you had been taught to think biblically about everything?   Of course, the an-

swer is that we don’t know, but I would venture a guess that we would be in a different place than we are today.  What would your children look like if they 

were educated in the manner of Deuteronomy 6 and Ephesians 6:4?  How many of us would rejoice to see our children’s children thrive as Psalm 1 de-

scribes?  Verse 1 says, “Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers.”  

Verses 2 and 3 go on to say, “His delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 

water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither and whatever he does shall prosper.”  Commenting on these verses, Sir Rich-

ard Baker noted, “Negative precepts are in some ways more absolute and preemptory than affirmatives; for to say, ‘…that has walked in the counsel of the 

godly,’ might not be sufficient; for he might walk in the counsel of the godly, and yet walk in the counsel of the ungodly too; not both indeed at once, but 

both at several times; where now, this negative clears him at all times.”  Here’s my paraphrase of Richard Baker: I might walk in the counsel of the godly 

AND the ungodly, depending on the moment, but Psalm 1:1 removes the wiggle room.  Blessed is the man who walks only in the counsel of God.    

Our children at The Oaks are getting this kind of training in biblical thinking.  As you approach summer, I want to encourage you as a family to study 

Proverbs and look at the use of the words knowledge (grammar), understanding (logic), and wisdom (rhetoric).  As you study God’s Word together as a family,  

you will see the fruit of Romans 12:2, “Be not conformed to this world; but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that 

good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”  Have a great summer! 
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ACADEMICS  
The Oaks is a flurry of springtime activity.  Here are just a few of the 

highlights that you won’t want to miss!  For a complete list of year-end 

activities, please visit the “News & Events” page of our website at 

http://www.theoakscca.org/NewsAndEvents.aspx. 

Senior Assembly (Thursday, June 6th at 9:30am): Each senior stu-

dent presents a speech to the entire student body and guests at this  

annual event.  Before they venture forth into a new chapter of their 

lives, the seniors encourage and challenge their fellow classmates to-

ward love and good deeds.  There is sure to be laughter, tears, and 

lessons for everyone.  Please join us in the sanctuary for this event.      

All-School Awards Program (Friday, June 7th at 9:00am): All are 

welcome as we acknowledge the many achievements of Oaks’ students 

this school year. 

2013 Graduation Commencement (Friday, June 7th at 7:00pm): 

Come join us in celebrating the 

graduation of The Oaks’ Class of 

2013.  This year’s valedictorian is Jes-

sica Woodroof, salutatorian is  Brian 

Hafferkamp, and keynote speaker is 

Mr. Ben Palpant, secondary literature 

teacher.  All are welcome to attend. 

STUDENT LIFE 
Kevin Lin (3rd grade) placed 3rd in the individual 

scores for all 4th grade students in the Division II Math 

is Cool Competition at Whitworth University on Fri-

day, April 19.  He then went on to compete in the 

State Competition in May.  Thanks to Mr. Reidt for 

his excellent job coaching! 

Kate Gibson, Oaks senior, has been serving at the Union Gospel Mis-

sion with her parents, Jeff and Lynn Gibson, since 

before she could see over the counter.  This year, 

Kate applied for and won an award on behalf of 

UGM from Feed America.  Kate was one of two 

Washington residents to receive this one-thousand 

dollar award, with all financial proceeds being 

given to the Union Gospel Mission on her behalf.  

Way to go, Kate!   

Earlier this month, many Oaks students competed in Musicfest 

Northwest.  One student, Justin Cai (7th grade), received the highest 

number of gold medals among the approximately 1,500 participants 

this year, being awarded four gold and two silver medals.  Justin holds 

the record, which he set two years ago, of most gold medals received at 

this event.  Congratulations to Justin, and all The Oaks’ participants, 

on your musical endeavors! 

Those of us who have been blessed by seeing Natalya Ferch (10th 

grade) perform in Oaks’ theater productions over the last three years 

won’t be surprised to learn that she was chosen by the Spokane Civic 

Theatre to play Cosette in their upcoming production of Les Miser-

ables (9/20—10/20).  Congratulations, Natalya!  We’ll look forward to 

seeing your performance in the fall. 

STAFF 

As we approach the close of another school year, we are saying farewell 

to several staff members who will not be returning next year. 

Kevin Kimball: Kevin has taught secondary students logic, debate, 

math, and rhetoric, and has coached elementary students in cross 

country for the last five years.  Kevin, his wife, Emily, and their son, 

Hudson, are moving to California where Kevin will be attending semi-

nary at The Master’s College. 



kamp—Baylor (Honors), William Hough—Baylor, Sara Hyman—

Pepperdine, Robert Kuyper—Montana Tech, Shelby Lewis—Baylor 

(Honors), Gabriel Lipton—Baylor, Ryan MacFarlane—Cal Poly, Emily 

Moog—Eastern Washington, MacArthur Peterson—Baylor (Honors), 

Levi Szymanowski—Eastern Washington, Allison Travis—Washington 

State, Kendra Weitz—Lipscomb, Jessica Woodroof—Reformation Bible 

College.  Congratulations, seniors! 

Oaks’ alumni Josiah Phinney (‘11) and Joshua Korver (‘12) were 

recently recognized by The Military Order of World 

Wars for “your outstanding scholastic and military 

skill, your exceptional personal dedication, devotion 

and service to your Junior ROTC unit and for bringing 

great credit to your organization and school.”  Josiah 

and Joshua, who are cousins and roommates, are a part 

of the ROTC unit at Washington State University.  Congratulations! 

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Jerry Cimijotti, Oaks Board Member since 2009, is 

this year’s Board President.  Jerry graduated from 

Northwestern College in St. Paul, MN, and later at-

tended seminary at Trinity School for Ministry in Am-

bridge, PA.  As the parish priest for Christ the King 

Church, Jerry and his wife, Courtney, stay very busy sharing the Gos-

pel of Jesus Christ and raising their three young children. Two of their 

children, Clara (6th grade) and Paul (2nd grade) currently attend The 

Oaks, while John will begin kindergarten at The Oaks next year.  

Courtney regularly participates in the moms prayer group and volun-

teers in the classroom.  Please pray for Jerry and his family as he helps 

to lead our school. 

post scriptum… 
With 31 chapters in Proverbs and 31 days in most months, each of 

our families could read through the book three times this summer by 

reading a chapter a day together.  It’s a simple activity that pursues the 

heart of God’s command in Deuteronomy 6. 

Josh Reidt: Josh has been The Oaks’ 6th grade teacher, elementary 

math team coach, and general at The Oaks’ Civil War re-enactment 

for the past seven years as well as assistant soccer coach for the last 

four years.  Josh has decided to stay home with his two children, Mar-

garet (4) and Jack (2), for the next few years. 

Holly Lewis: Holly has worked at The Oaks for eleven years, the past 

nine in the school office.  With the graduation of her youngest child, 

Shelby, this year, Holly has decided to pursue other interests. 

Renee Williams: Renee has served as The Oaks’ PE teacher this last 

year and will be moving on to pursue other teaching opportunities.  

We will still be able to enjoy her smiling face around our school for 

years to come, though, as her two girls are just beginning their educa-

tion at The Oaks. 

Bruce Gore: Bruce is not leaving The Oaks, but beginning next year 

he will be reducing his teaching schedule to only one class.  This will 

lighten his work load and allow him to move towards retirement and 

to pursue other interests. 

Thanks to these men and women for their years of service and dedica-

tion to The Oaks.  We will be praying for them as they move on to the 

next adventure that God has in store.   

ENROLLMENT 

Praise the Lord!  Our enrollment for the 2013-2014 school year is 

almost full.  What a blessing it is to have our classrooms filled with 

bright, young, eager learners.  There are still two available spots in 

kindergarten and six in fifth grade, so if you know like-minded fami-

lies, be sure to share with them. 

ALUMNI 

The matriculations of The Oaks’ Class of 2013 are as follows: Johan-

nah Brown—Colorado Mountain College, Nikolas Cable—pending, 

Hannah Cvancara—Washington State, David Dierdorff—Montana 

State (Honors), Katherine Gibson—Baylor (Honors), Brian Haffer-
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Do you have a newsworthy story to share regarding Oaks’ students or alumni?  If so, please send it to anya.schnell@theoakscca.org.  


