
STUDENT LIFE 
Over 90 students performed 
Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast this past May. All nine 
Seniors were a part of the 
cast or crew, including Luke 
Long (pictured right with 
sophomore Maddie Burgess). 
The song “Be My Guest” was an audience favorite as smiling 
forks and spoons of all sizes, even the first grade variety, 

filled the stage. Thank you to Mrs. Teri Woodroof and her team for mak-
ing this production possible! 

CAMPUS 
On June 9th, 9 fathers handed their graduates 
their Oaks diplomas. Phoebe Dierdorff (right) 
gave the Valedictorian address and commence-

ment speaker Ben Palpant spoke about re-
membering the past. During the events of 

graduation week, 
these young men 
and women gave 
strong testimo-
nies to the works 
of the Lord in 
their own lives and as a class. Congratulations, 
Oaks class of 2017!  

The Oaks Conservatory opens its doors 
this fall. Seeking to expand skill in the crea-
tive and performing arts by passing it on to 
the next generation, instructors will offer 
training in ballet, dance, acting, drawing, 
writing, and music. Applications are open 
to students in the community. Please call 
536-5955 with questions and look for more 
information coming soon. 
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I had the immense privilege to go on the two week trip to Greece and Italy, “The 
Grand Tour,” with this year’s seniors. Together we stood on Mars Hill and read Acts 
17 while viewing the remains of various temples scattered around Athens. We 
walked mile after mile following Mr. Dykstra as he pointed out ruins, told stories, 
and showed us many places we had studied in history. I was profoundly impacted by 
the experience of standing in the dust of Corinth. The city is completely destroyed. 
There is so little left, I had difficulty trying to picture the glory it had once been. We 
found the Bema, the judgment seat where Paul had been. It was easy to find the 
temple to Apollo, the market place, and roadways, but everything was in utter ruin.  

At Mr. Dykstra’s suggestion to the group, I began reading 1 Corinthians after our 
stop. Reading Paul’s letter to the group of fledgeling Christians with big problems, I 
was struck by the stark reality of Paul’s words. “God has chosen the weak things of 
the world to put to shame the things which are mighty...and the things which are 
not, to bring to nothing the things that are” (I Corinthians 1:27b-28). Paul told 
these men and women of Corinth that they  were God’s temple, and that the mag-
nificent temple of marble built to Apollo in the most prominent point in the city, 
would pass away. Its glory certainly had passed away. There we were, walking 
through destruction, yet reading a perfectly preserved letter, the very words of God. 

Greece and Italy, viewed through this lens, become a powerful reminder of what 
lasts. The most glorious buildings one day will crumble. People are eternal. We as 
Christians are the very temples of the Lord. And that is what makes me excited 
about so many tasks on our lists, back-to-school shopping, curriculum evaluation, 
staff training, and the first day of school. What we have the opportunity to restart on 
September 18th is to gather back together united in the cause of raising our children 
with hearts, souls, minds and strength shaped and established for eternity. We are 
not trying to help them get ahead in the marketplace, but to study His eternal word 
and His world where so much of His glory still waits to be found. 

The buildings in Corinth once housed the saints Paul loved and wrote to. Those 
buildings served their purpose. Their ruins now serve another purpose, reminding 
us of what lasts. Please join me in praising the Lord that we have the opportunity to 
read His word, learn about His creation, and pass on what is eternal to this genera-
tion. Please join me in praising God for another school year and asking that He bless 
our labors. “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands 
forever)” Isaiah 40:8. Amen! 

Charlie Dowers, Headmaster 



investment in my life and for the opportunity to follow in their footsteps.” 
God bless you, Sarah. 

Eric Ansett (’14) was awarded the Atlantic Sun Conference’s Scholar-
Athlete of the Year as a student at Lipscomb University. He earned a 3.71 
grade-point-average in Journalism and New Media this past year as a 
junior while golfing at the Division 1 level. He is the first player in Lip-
scomb school history to claim this honor in men’s golf. Eric and his 
team also made school history by qualifying for the 2017 NCAA Men’s 
Golf Championship. They were tied for 24th after the third round and 
one of Eric’s teammates finished in the top 20. Eric was not the only 
Oaks Alumni competing in an NCAA Championship this past year. 
Nathan Weitz (’12), who recently graduated in Forestry from North-
ern Arizona University, went to Nationals with NAU’s Cross Country 
team last November. At the starting line Nathan remembers thinking, 
“These are the guys God has blessed me to train with. I’m going to 
fight every second [with them].” After a hard fought race, Nathan’s 
coach came running into their tent screaming: “We won!” With a score 
of 125, Nathan and his team beat the second place team, Stanford, by 
33 points. This was NAU’s first NCAA Division 1 Championship in 
any sport. Congratulations, Eric and Nathan! 

NEW STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
Corey McEachran (Head of Grammar School) 
and his wife, Noelle, grew up in Spokane, 
both attending Ferris High School and 
Whitworth University, and are thrilled to be 
back in Spokane as a part of the Oaks com-
munity. They have been away from “home” 
for the past 15 years as Corey has worked as 
a teacher and administrator. They most re-
cently moved from California where Corey 
was the Headmaster at St. Abraham’s Classi-

cal Christian Academy. His five children, ranging from Kindergarten to 
11th Grade, are excited to be closer to cousins and grandparents and to 
be joining The Oaks in the fall. Welcome, McEachrans!    

Kevin Kimball (Second Grade, 
Senior Rhetoric) and his wife, 
Emily, also grew up in Spokane. 
Kevin was homeschooled and Emi-
ly (’09) attended The Oaks. After 
graduating from Hillsdale Col-
lege in Michigan, Kevin taught 
for five years at The Oaks. The 
Kimballs then moved to Califor-
nia for Kevin to attend The Master's Seminary. We are thrilled that he 
has chosen to come back after seminary and bless our community with 
his passion for truth and, of course, for running! 

post scriptum... 
“The great and dangerous call of education is to open ourselves (teachers, students, par-
ents, administration) to the possibility of change. It requires that we table our agendas, 
our fears, our pride, and humbly learn... We learn so that we can ask the right questions 
at the right time…and so that we are ultimately changed into the likeness of his son, 
Jesus, the Christ.”  

Summer projects have included new 
Kindergarten and Kindergarten En-
hancement classrooms along with new 
offices. Secondary classrooms have been 
graced with Amy Kim’s beautiful decorat-
ing. Thank you to Brian Cook, Pasha, 
Peter Kind, Ben Tate, Thomas Kolarsky, 
the Maus Family, Amy Kim and other 
volunteers who have come in at various 
times to help with projects on campus! 

ACADEMICS  
On their Oregon Coast field trip, fifth graders trav-
ersed in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark and visited 
the fort where their expedition spent the winter of 
1805-1806. Students also enjoyed the wonders of 
the ocean. One fifth grader, Judah Gray (pictured 
right), said his highlight of the field trip was explor-
ing the tide pools with friends.  

Several Oaks staff were front and center at Asso-
ciation of Classical Christian School’s (ACCS) 
Annual Conference. Eric Indgjerd impressed a 
room full of Latin teachers by demonstrating a 
lesson from his favorite Latin textbook, Lingua 
Latina, in Latin. Bill Stutzman spoke to an audi-
ence of over 200 about the glories of class discus-
sions and how they 
can open a stu-
dent’s imagination. 

Charlie Dowers joined Scott Anderson, 
CEO of Desiring God Ministries, and Ben 
Merkle, President of New Saint Andrews 
College, in a plenary discussion during the 
Leader’s Day Conference.   

ALUMNI  

Sarah Woodroof (‘11) is preparing to start 
her second year of teaching at Riverbend 
Academy in Ormond Beach, Florida. Last 
year she taught 6th-8th grade Latin, some 
swing dancing, and directed the spring play 

“Our Town.” This year she is preparing to teach Rhetoric to 10th-12th 
grade, a freshman “Intro to Wisdom” class, and 8th grade Latin. Sarah says 
that her teachers, starting with her Mom and Dad, inspired her to love 
learning and to share that love with others. “I am so thankful for their 
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Do you have a newsworthy story to share regarding Oaks’ students or alumni?  If so, please send it to anya.schnell@theoakscca.org. 

Congratulations Oaks       Robert Higdon, Jr.–  

Eastern Washington University 

Forrest Andresick– Hillsdale College Matthew Kleyn– Gonzaga University 

Larai Brigoli– Whitworth University Justin Krell– Corban University 

Phoebe Dierdorff- Whitworth University Luke Long– Eastern Washington  

Sarah Guglielmo- George Fox University Regan Schneider– Eastern Washington  

http://www.theoakscca.org

