
Fifty students paid $400 each for this trip. Twenty-five parents and staff 
members accompanied them at the conference. The students spent 
between three and five hours per day in rehearsals, memorized five songs 
they had never heard before, attended a Bible class daily to learn more 
about the theological implications of the songs they learned, met students 
from 11 other schools from around the country, dove into eurythmics (a 
way of teaching musical phrases, beats, and rhythm through movement), 
and performed the songs they had memorized. One performance, after all 
that. The students worked diligently through many consecutive days; 

surely they should perform more than 
once, shouldn’t they? If performance was 
the end goal, probably. But there was 
something more at play on this trip, a 
goal much deeper than concerts. Read 
more inside to discover anew what our 
students did on this trip: the soul-shaping 
nature of song and a refreshed vision for 
the singing culture of The Oaks.
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After listening to the ACCS Honor Choir sing at the national conference, 
an administrator from another school leaned over to an Oaks board 
member and whispered, through tears, “Thank you for giving me a vision 
for my school for the next ten years.” This man had caught a vision for 
what a singing culture could be: one where students sing the words and 
praises of God excellently for His glory. The writer of Hebrews mentions 
that the Word of God is living and active, and the honor choir presented 
God’s Word through music in a way that washed weary souls with new life, 
blessing everyone in attendance with a foretaste of heaven.

Their vibrant singing colored the conference in song and cast an unforget-
table, yet attainable, vision for over 300 schools nationwide. By God’s 
grace, many attendees caught the vision of a singing culture, and that 
would not have been possible without God’s provision through our 
community here in Spokane. People nationwide caught the vision because 
you did, too. To all the parents, grandparents, students, and friends who 
helped raise $19,395, thank you for pitching in to make this vision-sharing 

possible. I would like to extend particular gratitude to the Cai family: thank 
you for creating an inspiring and God-honoring evening at The Martin 
Woldson Theatre at The Fox for Justin’s senior recital and for donating all the 
proceeds to The Oaks Choir. I could tell countless stories of the ways that God 
provided abundantly for individuals and for this group as they traveled, and I 
look forward to being able to seeing those stories unfold over time. 

Time is what it takes for a vision like this to unfold, both in the little stories 
that will be shared and in the growth that occurs as more singing cultures are 
created and sustained. This is a vision that goes beyond beautiful music in a 
concert hall; it is one in which the hearts of the next generation and the 
generations that follow overflow with thankfulness, singing skillfully the 
praises of our God for HIs glory.

May the Lord continue to bless the works of our hands and establish His 
people!
                                             - Charlie Dowers, Headmaster
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Over 1300 teachers, administrators, parents, and students filled 
the  conference hall on the final evening of the annual ACCS 
“Repairing the Ruins” conference, their faces painted with the 
enthusiastic exhaustion of several days’ worth of lecture, discussion, 
and planning. Encouraged and full, they found their seats for the 
evening’s entertainment: the ACCS National Honor Choir. 
 Entertainment. Is that what all this was for? All this rehears-
al, exhaustion? All the miles traveled and funds raised simply for the 
entertainment of a thousand people? If that was the goal, it would’ve 

been short-sighted indeed. As 
the choir began to sing, the true 
purpose of the Honor Choir was 
made manifest: they wore the 
visage of singing saints. It 
seemed their very souls had 
been washed with the water of 
the Word as they radiated joy 
through song; it was a sweet 

display of true worship. Souls were shaped in that moment, and by 
God’s grace, that moment was built on thousands, if not millions, of 
moments that came before it. 
 The smiles, the joy, the elation that marked these kids were 
the results of them loving song, harmony, and beauty. Their joy 
shaped the tenor of their performance because song, in some way, 
shaped them long before they came to Texas.

Fifteen years ago, 
The Oaks Board 
resolved to make 
teaching four-part 
harmony a priority at 
The Oaks. Their goal 
was not to create a 
concert choir, but a 
cultural choir—one 
that is shaped by the 
singing of God’s Word. 
What the Board dreamt of that day became a reality through 
like-minded parents, the hard work of choral director Kent Young, 
and the co-laboring of several others through the last twelve years to 
shape souls through song. Singing became a part of everyday life at 
The Oaks: songs before lunch, at the conclusion of sporting events 
and theatre productions, in and out of class, and in Cantabile, have 
become the anthems of the family carpool, soundtracks around the 

class campfire, melodic prayers 
around the dinner table. This sort 
of singing is the type Mr. Young 
calls, “singing in the 
cracks”—the idea that excellent 
song is formed through ordinary 
moments.
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  Do you have a newsworthy story to share regarding Oaks’ students or alumni?  If so, please send it to anya.schnell@theoakscca.org. 
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M U S I C  A T  T H E  O A K S

Mr. Young likened the idea of concerts to a 
Christmas feast, decked as it is with food and 
festive trimmings--everyone feels in their marrow 
the beauty of that moment. But that feast would not 
be so beautiful if not for the joy and heart 
expressed around a simply set Tuesday table, 
casseroles squeezed in between homework and 
bath time. When the choir sang at the conference, it 
was a feast for the ears and soul; but more than 
that, their song was a heartfelt invitation to our 

weeknight table, the kind of meal that makes a feast the spectacle that 
it is. The joy of that concert was the result of singing in the cracks, a 
joy that cannot be replicated by a mere performance-based, 
concert-driven choir. The joy of song comes in the little moments.
 As those little moments accumulate, souls are shaped. The 
students who participated in the Honor Choir came to a deeper 
realization of the joy of singing and the hard work it requires. Senior 
Hannah Palpant commented, “I loved the fellowship between so many 
new people coming together for hours every day and creating some-
thing beautiful while encouraging each other,” a sentiment that was 
shared by her peers as they worked tirelessly over the course of those 
few days. It is this love, this desire, that our 
students will bring back to The Oaks when 
school starts in September. There is a new 
vibrancy and enthusiasm for what it means to 
be a cultural choir. “It’s not about the singing 
so much as it is about trying to live biblically,” 
said Mr. Young. “We let the Word of Christ 
dwell in us richly, and we’re told to do that by 
singing songs, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
one another.” Singing as a school is not about 
concerts, but about Christ.
 When singing is about Christ—mak-
ing Him known, letting Scripture dwell richly 
in us—souls are shaped. The content we sing forms us, and our singing 
of God’s Words reflects the state of our souls. “Our very sense of 
fellowship is reflected in the way we sing,” Mr. Young continued. 
“Poor singing speaks of a poor culture. If we’re not singing well as a 
school, it often means we have broken fellowship somewhere, in some 
way: grumbling spirits, relational issues.” Our prayer is that the 
students who went to Texas, who 
experienced the depth of joy in singing 
with saints from around the country, will 
return to school in the fall with a 
renewed, contagious vigor and joy in 
singing the praises of God together with 
The Oaks community. And we pray that 
those whose souls were shaped by the 
conference concert were able to see the 
glory that transcended that moment, glory 
formed by faithfulness in small moments, which was only a foretaste 
of the glory to come when all the saints, from every tribe, tongue, and 
nation, join in song around the throne of Christ Jesus our Lord.


