Alumni Spotlight

Caleb Korver (’08) is currently stationed in Pensacola, Florida, as a flight instructor, teaching the newest officers of the
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard how to fly helicopters.
Caleb and his wife Stephanie met at Washington State University
and since graduating have had many adventures. Caleb can tell
you stories about flying the world-famous HSC-8 (Helicopter Sea
Combat Squadron) “Eightballers,” and about
his deployment to the Arabian Gulf in 2017.
He earned his “Wings of Gold” in 2014 and
is an Unrestricted Naval Aviator. During his
current tour as a flight instructor in Florida,
Caleb has been pursuing a Master of
Business Administration degree. His love of
learning has only increased since his time at
The Oaks, and he says that “critical thinking
with a biblical lens is the most important
skill that I have taken with me.” Caleb and

Stephanie are expecting their first child in April and delighting in
fellowship at Grace Community Church. Caleb and Stephanie, may
God bless you in the coming months and years as your family grows!

Resources

It is with deep gratitude and joy that The Oaks
signed an agreement to purchase roughly eight
acres of land from Valley Fourth Memorial
Church. God has answered both the prayers of
members of Valley Fourth and The Oaks community, and we look forward with great anticipation
to how God will provide the means to begin
establishing a permanent location for The Oaks. Bruce Williams has
been appointed to garner support from the community to make a
permanent building a reality. Look for a special edition letter next
month with more details about how God has provided!
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A young girl in Kindergarten got her name on the board one day, and she was
crushed. The next day, when she came into class, she saw with shock and amazement that her name had been erased from the board, and slowly, both her teacher and
parents realized the true nature of her initial sadness: she had thought her name
would stay on the board for the entire year. The relief, joy, and delight of living as
one forgiven was real to her in that moment as she was pointed by her teacher and
parents to see how God forgives us.
This is kingdom work that Christians are called to, and as we go about our days, it’s
easy to forget what—or who—comprises the kingdom of heaven, and the many
ways we stifle kingdom work in the hustle of a single day. In Matthew 19:14, Jesus
rebuked his disciples for hindering children from approaching him: “Jesus said, ‘Let
the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of
heaven’” (Matthew 19:14). Of such is the kingdom of heaven: children! Christians
are responsible to encourage children toward Christ, not hinder them. What that little
kindergartener experienced through a name on the board was the loving act of a
teacher and parents whose deep desire is for her to love and become like Christ.
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eagerly partner with parents to create a culture where this is what education means. We
want to continue to recruit parents to join us who want their children surrounded by men
and women who seek to educate and love their children this way. We want to maximize
the resources God has given The Oaks to further this kingdom work, and purchasing a
portion of the Valley Fourth property will by God’s grace increase the space available to
carry out this mission.
Please join us in this mission. Jesus loves children, and we will continue to grow in our
love for children as we align our hearts with Him. Pray for the teachers, parents, and
children at The Oaks. Spread word about The Oaks with families who would be blessed
to be part of this community. Consider helping us purchase the property to expand this
mission. And above all, let the little children come unto you in whatever form God
presents because of such are the kingdom of heaven.
May the Lord’s name be praised and lifted up as The Oaks continues to be about the
business of building God’s kingdom.

Education is kingdom-building work. The Oaks hires, trains, and retains staff who
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-- Charlie Dowers, Headmaster
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Academics

As the singing and musical culture at The Oaks has grown, there
has been a burgeoning desire to bless people outside the school
walls with the gift of music. To accomplish this goal, Mr. Gary
Woodroof is teaching a new elective that will practice excellent
music to share with the Spokane community. “Music should be
shared,” commented senior Hannah Palpant.
“There’s nothing like seeing people truly be
blessed as they hear beautiful song.” This service
class will be taking the gift of music to residents
in assisted living, patients in hospitals, and others
around Spokane.
Students often perceive victory at the Speech Meet as achieving
a blue ribbon, but for many students, victory may come with no
ribbon at all. There are students who practice and practice at home
only to be shaken by nerves when it comes time for the Speech
Meet. But those are the moments that give opportunity to display
the beauty of God’s work each day at The Oaks. By God’s grace,
one year’s failure gives rise to another year’s fruit, which is exactly
what one second grader learned this year. After being unable to
complete his speech last year because of nerves and tears, he
worked diligently and was able to finish his recitation of Psalm 46
this year. This story could be replicated many times over in every
grade every year, and we give God thanks for the ways He grows
our students through these experiences.

Campus

Funds for facility improvement was one of the aims of last
year’s benefit auction, and that goal has already come to partial
fruition. Thanks to the generosity of auction guests and the ingenuity and determination of parent Shelley Moss, The Oaks started this
school year with two freshly remodeled restrooms in the foyer. Mrs.
Moss worked tirelessly through the summer gutting both bathrooms
to make room for beautiful new floors, tile, sinks, counters, paint,
and even hot water for the faucets. These renovations are such a
blessing to the students, faculty, and staff at The Oaks, but more
than that, they signify the beauty of parent involvement and
partnership in the education of their children. Thank you, Moss
family, for all the hours you invested in creating beauty—even in
our restrooms. There is no part of a school that remains untouched
by parent partnership, and for that, we are grateful.
The time is coming to gather together and
remember with deep adoration the love
that God has shown in sending his Son.
Join us on Tuesday, December 18th, at
7p.m. for this year’s Christmas Concert: O
Come, Let Us Adore. Per tradition, all
alumni will be invited to the stage to
conclude the evening with Gaudete, a joyful
song celebrating the birth of Christ.
On November 12th, The Oaks is opening its doors to visitors who
would like a glimpse into a day in the life of Oaks students. If you
know any friends or family members who might be blessed to be at
The Oaks, we would love the opportunity to greet them and answer
any questions they might have. The first Open House of the year
will be Monday, November 12th, from 9 a.m.- 11:30 a.m.

Staff Spotlight

Mr. Ross Tasche spent the summer immersed in Lingua Latina, the
Latin curriculum used at The Oaks, in order to prepare for the school
year as the Grammar School Latin teacher. Through the tutelage and
encouragement of Mr. Eric Indgjerd, Mr. Tasche started and completed
many chapters in the Latin book over the summer. The Oaks aims to
graduate lifelong learners, and Mr. Tasche’s example of lifelong
learning has been an inspiration to his students. “I love the way he uses
pictures to help us learn what certain words are,” said sixth grader
Peyton Andresick, who counts those drawings and the fun Mr. Tasche
brings to Latin among his favorite parts of the class. Ross and his wife,
Christine, have two daughters attending The Oaks: Stella (9th) and
Goldie (6th).

Student Life

Travel back in time to a tumultuous, medieval Scotland, where a
civil war plagues the land and traitors against King
Duncan are many. Prophecies and promises of
power incite Macbeth to aspire to the throne
through the encouragement of three Weird Sisters
and the cunning Lady Macbeth who prompt him to
attain that power through whatever means possible.
But how far will Macbeth go to retain the power he
hungers for so strongly? Find out this December
1st at The Oaks’ winter theatre production of
Shakespeare’s Macbeth, directed by Teri
Woodroof. Tickets are available for purchase online!
A love of learning is often evidenced not only by a student’s disposition in the classroom, but by his desire to continue
learning long after the school day (and year) comes
to a close. For a group of students this summer in
the secondary, there was one subject that was not
laid to rest over the summer: Latin. They met in one
of their homes to continue their knowledge of
Latin: reading, speaking, and writing it. When Mr.
Indgjerd got wind of their gathering, he planned a surprise visit to their
summertime club. “This is the kind of thing we hope for as teachers,”
he said, “to have students want to learn on their own.” One of the
students, Katie Close, even took her learning overseas this summer in
Italy, where she was sponsored by Spokane’s mayor to be immersed in
Italian. “It’s the language most closely related to Latin, so I was eager
to learn what I could, both of the language and culture,” commented
Katie. May God continue to bless students with this love of learning!

Athletics

With each new sports season comes a timely
reminder: Why does The Oaks have sports? The
soccer, volleyball, and cross country teams all fought
hard and fared well this season, but there’s more at
play than a golden ball or championship trophy. After
each home game, both teams gather together to sing
the doxology. “It’s a good reminder to us why we’re
here and why we play,” said senior Elizabeth Kind.
“We need that reminder, especially after an intense
competition.” As the sports season rolls into basketball, please pray that our student athletes would continue to grow in
how they play not in skill only, but in their efforts to glorify God.

Do you have a newsworthy story to share regarding Oaks’ students or alumni? If so, please send it to anya.schnell@theoakscca.org.

